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health status of low-income women and chil-
dren. These federal programs include Mater-
nal and Child Health Services Block Grants, 
Medicaid, and Healthy Start. Local organiza-
tions and clinics like Bright Beginnings of 
Prince George’s County, Mary’s Center, Anne 
Arundel County Department of Health, and 
Storks Nest in Anne Arundel County, and 
Montgomery County Department of Health and 
Human Services and SMILE in Montgomery 
County offer a number of approaches to re-
duce infant mortality and help mothers and 
children live long and healthy lives. 

I will continue to support and bring aware-
ness to programs that improve access to 
health care and increase the quality of pre-
natal and newborn care to prevent the causes 
of infant mortality. Communities can play an 
important role in this endeavor by encouraging 
women to seek care before they become 
pregnant and during their first trimester. Also, 
we can all share information about some of 
the factors that affect infant mortality including 
smoking, substance abuse, poor nutrition, lack 
of prenatal care, and sudden infant death syn-
drome. We must ensure that our babies get a 
healthy start, to celebrate their first birthday 
and beyond, and bring much needed attention 
and awareness to the importance of reducing 
our infant mortality rate. 
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Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in strong support of the three million 
Americans whose jobs are directly or indirectly 
connected to our nation’s domestic automotive 
industry and the importance of our trade nego-
tiators to address longstanding concerns with 
Japan’s closed auto market. 

This spring, the government of Japan an-
nounced it was going to join the United States 
and ten other Pacific Rim nations in negotia-
tions in the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), a 
proposed comprehensive and high-standard 
free trade agreement with the aim of liberal-
izing nearly all goods and services within the 
member countries. 

I am a strong proponent of increasing Amer-
ican exports. Exports are vital to expanding 
our economy, providing new opportunities for 
our nation’s industries and entrepreneurs, and 
growing the number of well-paying, middle 
class jobs that are the backbone of our na-
tion’s strength. 

Nevertheless, I have very strong reserva-
tions with Japan’s longstanding barriers for 
auto exporters into its market. Japan has the 
third largest auto market in the world. At the 
same time, it ranks last among all advanced 
economies in terms of auto market import 
penetration at under six percent. 

The barriers Japan places on auto imports 
are many and longstanding, including currency 
manipulation, onerous certification and regu-
latory standards, and anti-competitive net-
works between Japanese automakers, deal-
ers, and parts suppliers, better known as the 
kieretsu system. 

It is imperative that the Administration and 
this Congress take action to ensure that Japan 

will open its auto market to American-made 
cars and trucks before lowering our tariffs and 
opening our market even more to Japanese 
auto imports. 

There are several protections our nego-
tiators should secure from our Japanese allies 
before finalizing this trade deal, including 
strong and enforceable currency disciplines 
aimed at preventing TPP countries from using 
currency to gain a competitive advantage, 
seeing to it that Japanese automakers fully 
honor internationally recognized labor stand-
ards and allow workers to organize and collec-
tively bargain, and apply strong and effective 
tariff ‘‘snapbacks’’ that will come into force in 
the event of a trade violation. 

Congress should also act by passing the 
Currency Reform for Fair Trade Act, which I 
have proudly co-sponsored for the past three 
Congresses, and would give the Treasury De-
partment and other federal agencies additional 
tools to combat currency manipulation. 

I fear that our domestic auto manufacturers 
and the hundreds of thousands of American 
families whose livelihoods rely on our auto in-
dustry will be gravely harmed if the Adminis-
tration and Congress allow our tariffs on Japa-
nese autos to be lowered even further without 
giving equal access to American-made cars 
and trucks. 

The well-respected Center for Automotive 
Research found last year that Japan’s inclu-
sion in TPP, combined with the on-going cur-
rency manipulation Japan has been doing, 
would result in the loss of 225,000 cars and 
trucks being made in the U.S. and the loss of 
nearly 100,000 American jobs. 

Failing to open Japan’s auto market will only 
increase our trade deficit, which now stands at 
$76 billion a year, with $53 billion of the deficit 
comes from autos alone. 

Mr. Speaker, it is our duty, as the elected 
representatives of the American people, to 
make sure that trade with Japan is truly two- 
way and Japan will open its markets to Amer-
ican products as we’ve opened our markets to 
their imports. 
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Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate a legacy of faith in Vir-
ginia’s Third Congressional District. This year, 
First Baptist Church of Hampton is celebrating 
its 150th anniversary, and I would like to take 
a moment to reflect on the history of this es-
teemed institution and its contributions to the 
greater Hampton Roads community. 

The history of many African American 
churches in existence today developed from a 
small band of worshippers who sat in the 
‘‘designated section’’ of a white church. In this 
respect, First Baptist Church of Hampton is no 
exception and was borne out of worshippers 
at the Hampton Baptist Church located a short 
distance away from the present church site. 
With Reverend Zechariah Evans as its first 
pastor, First Baptist Church of Hampton came 
into its own and built its own building to house 
services. 

The Church continued to grow and prosper, 
but in September 1944, a catastrophic fire de-
stroyed the church building. Members of the 
community and sister churches rallied to sup-
port First Baptist Church. With generous sup-
port from the Hampton Baptist Church and 
other supporters in the community, the sanc-
tuary was restored and the facility was im-
proved and expanded. 

Over the years the Church grew in its ca-
pacity, its membership, and its mission. Com-
munity outreach became an integral part of 
the work of the Church. The accomplishments 
of First Baptist Church of Hampton are far too 
many to list, but among them are the founding 
of the People’s Building and Loan Association 
under Reverend Richard Spiller and the orga-
nization of the Big Brothers of America in 
Hampton under the leadership of Reverend 
Seymour J. Gaines. 

On July 6, 2006, First Baptist Church offi-
cially elected Reverend Dr. Richard W. Wills, 
Sr. as its tenth and current pastor and he has 
continued to lead the church in its strong tradi-
tion, dedicated to fellowship and social action. 

Over the years, the First Baptist community 
has continued to grow and flourish. The 
church now offers programs to increase 
healthy living through its Health Ministry pro-
gram, hosts voter registration drives, provides 
housing for the homeless through ‘‘A Night’s 
Welcome,’’ and remains steadfast in providing 
for the least of these, through its efforts in 
meal service and food distribution. 

On Saturday, October 26th, I was honored 
to join Reverend Wills and everyone at First 
Baptist for their anniversary celebration ban-
quet, which featured Reverend Al Sharpton 
and many other luminaries from across the 
Commonwealth of Virginia and across the 
country. President Barack Obama also pro-
vided a celebratory letter commemorating the 
church’s rich history and its 150th anniversary. 
The banquet was truly an event to remember 
and offered a chance for the celebration, re-
flection, and hope that such a monumental an-
niversary invokes. 

As First Baptist Church of Hampton con-
tinues to celebrate this historic milestone, the 
church can truly remember its past, celebrate 
its present, and focus on its future as ‘‘[a] 
place on the harbor where haven meets heav-
en.’’ I would like to congratulate Reverend 
Wills and all of the members of First Baptist 
Church of Hampton on the occasion of its 
150th Anniversary. I wish them many more 
years of dedicated service to the community. 
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Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor Mohamed Ali from Federal Way, 
Washington, who serves as Co-Chair of the 
King County Somali Health Board and Pro-
gram Coordinator for the Hepatitis B Coalition 
of Washington at WithinReach. Mohamed was 
recently honored by the White House as a 
Champion of Change. 

The White House presented Ali with the 
Champion of Change Award for his heroic ef-
forts during a winter storm in the Puget Sound 
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